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Resolution unanimously adopted on 29 October 2011, during the VI Plenary Session, Palermo 

 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean,  

 

a) Considering that organised crime and terrorism, continue to challenge the security of the 

Mediterranean, and pause an even greater threat due to the current political instability in 

the countries of the region, particularly on its southern flank,  

b) Concerned with the negative impact of the current global economic crisis on the 

economies and societies of the region including the rise of unemployment, increased 

poverty and the increased tolerance for trade in illicit commodities,  

c) Noting with concern the close connection between international terrorism and 

transnational organized crime, illicit drugs, human trafficking including for prostitution 

purposes, organ trafficking, money-laundering, request for and payment of ransoms
1
, 

illegal arms trafficking, and illegal movement of nuclear, chemical, biological and other 

potentially deadly materials; 

d) Noting in that regard that while the main objective of terrorist groups is to achieve 

political recognition, the main goal pursued by organized crime networks is economic 

profit;   

                                                

 
1
 At point 2, UNSC Resolution 1846 (2008), it is stated that the Security Council “expresses its concern 

over the finding that ….. escalating ransom payments are fuelling the growth of piracy off the coast of 
Somalia”; 
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e) Having regard to the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of 

Terrorism adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (A/Res/54/109) on 9 

December 1999; 

f) Recalling the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and its Plan of Action  

(A/RES/60/288) adopted in 2006 and the UN Convention against Transnational 

Organised crime adopted in Palermo in 2000 (A/RES/55/25), and its subsequent 

Protocols;  

g) Recalling IPU’s resolution on cooperation and shared responsibility in the global fight 

against organised crime, in particular drug trafficking, illegal arms trafficking , 

trafficking in persons and cross border terrorism adopted during its 122
nd

 Assembly in 

Bangkok on 1
st
 April 2010; 

h) Recalling the Council of Europe Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and 

Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime and on the Financing of Terrorism adopted in 

Warsaw in 2005,  

i) Having regard to the provisions of the “Stockholm programme – an open and secure 

Europe serving and protecting citizens” on the fight against serious and organised cross-

border crime adopted in May 2010;  

j) Having regard to the 2011 “EU Organized Crime Threat Assessment” published by 

Europol on 28  April 2011  and the recommended actions adopted by the Europol 

working group meeting on the future of Organized Crime held in the Netherlands on 1
st
 

July 2011, 

k) Concerned by the potential political vacuum that revolutions in the Arab world may 

bring about and which could present terrorist groups and organized crime networks with 

new opportunities, 

l) Noting that, following recent political upheavals in southern Mediterranean countries, the 

EU is revamping its Neighbourhood Policy (ENPI), noting that following the entry into 

force of the Lisbon Treaty, the High representative, assisted by the European External 

Action Service (EEAS), is empowered with the task of representing the EU for matters 

relating to Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), and welcoming in that regard 

the EU Council conclusions of 9-10 June 2011, (10336/11) on enhancing the links 

between internal and external aspects of counter-terrorism which call for a closer 

cooperation and coordination in the field of EU security, strengthening the ties between 

the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP ) and the area of freedom, security and 

justice,   

m) Having regard to the EU Council conclusions of 9-10 June 2011, on speeding up the 

implementation of the "Prüm decisions" on cross-border cooperation, particularly in 

combating terrorism and cross-border crime (10653/11), and envisaging to provide 

member states' law enforcement agencies with additional tools for fighting serious crime 

and terrorism, in particular by enhancing automated data exchange regarding DNA, 

fingerprints and vehicle registration data (VRD); 

http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/RES/60/288&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
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n) Recognizing that activities by criminal groups have, in recent years, benefited from 

globalization, the opening of borders and technological progress, in particular in the field 

of new telecommunications; 

o) Recognizing the positive contributions of institutions such as Interpol and Europe in 

fighting against organized crime in the Mediterranean region; 

 
1. Reaffirms the strong determination of PAM Member Parliaments to strengthen laws 

on cross-border organized crime, and on the fight against corruption and terrorism  

and calls upon States that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to the 

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols 

as well as the United Nations Convention against Corruption, 

2. Invites member parliaments to initiate parliamentary meetings at the national level in 

order to raise awareness among their public opinions and legislators on these issues, 

in the presence of their national and of regional experts so as to exchange best 

practices and legislative activities in the fight against cross-border organized crime in 

the Mediterranean region, 

3. Welcomes in that respect, the EU Council conclusions on the creation of a European 

network of law enforcement units specialised in prevention of terrorist attacks 

involving chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear (CBRN) materials (10338/11), 

4. Urges PAM Member States to be vigilant about the surge in smuggling and 

trafficking of human beings resulting from the current political instability in the 

region, and to show a genuine will to combat traffickers while ensuring that the 

victims of trafficking are treated with dignity, commends in that respect the work 

done by IOM, UN OCHA and the UNHCR in the region, in particular in Egypt and 

Tunisia,    

5. Reaffirms its commitment to strengthen regional and international cooperation to 

prevent and combat organized crime and terrorism in all its forms and manifestations 

in accordance with national legislations and international law, and calls on PAM 

Member States to support the establishment of an Intelligence agency/mechanism 

dedicated to the Mediterranean (MEDPOL) in order to draw up an Action Plan for the 

Mediterranean, and to cooperate with all national agencies of the region as well as 

EUROPOL and INTERPOL. 

6. Urges PAM Member States to intensify their fight against poverty – as part of the 

Millennium Development Goals plan of action - as a means to address major 

conditions conducive to the spread of illegal activities and terrorism in the longer 

term.  


